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What was a 
coyote doing 
on Belle Isle? 
They’re shy, so if you 


see one don’t bother it, 
Michigan DNR advises. 
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Restaurant 
owner to defy 
sign deadline 
City of Detroit wants 


him to get rid of lucra- 
tive ad on his building. 


One final 


Ann Zaniewski Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Ila Mae Lancendorfer held the lacy edges of her 
veil and stretched out her arms, looking like an angel 
with wings in her black-and-white First Commu- 
nion photo. 

She celebrated the sacrament in1944 at All Saints 
Church in southwest Detroit. 

Lancendorfer, 81, was also baptized and married 
there. For three decades, she was the music director. 

Now, she’s preparing to say goodbye. 

All Saints is closing. A dwindling number of pa- 
rishioners, budget deficits and needed building re- 
pairs have left the church financially unstable, ac- 
cording to the Archdiocese of Detroit. The parish will 
merge with nearby St. Gabriel. 

The final mass, celebrated by Bishop Donald 
Hanchon, will be at 3 p.m. Sunday. 

All Saints was founded in 1896, long before the 
area became industrialized and I-75 was construct- 
ed just behind the church that sits on Fort Street. A 
new bridge to Canada is slated to be built nearby. 

Today, All Saints has about 300 families. There 
are about 1,000 at St. Gabriel. 

Several factors have contributed to declining 
mass attendance at All Saints, said the Rev. Marc 
Gawronski, St. Gabriel’s pastor. He said the closure 
earlier this year of a stretch of I-75 for major road- 
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10 gadgets to 
make you fit, 
healthy in ’18 


Smart watches, smart 
jump ropes, activity 
trackers, smart scales. 


Weather 


High 19° XLow 4° 
Flurries. Forecast, 2A 


See ALL SAINTS, Page 7A 


Inside today’s 
Free Press 


X Obituaries 
X Classified... 
XComics........ 
WPUZZIES........ cece 


Tresa Baldas Detroit Free Press 


USA TODAY NETWORK 
Saturday F130. After insisting she “did not accept a bribe,” Detroit 
| HHH | WN Deputy Police Chief Celia Washington has cut a deal 
6" 40788 30000 "0 in a scandal involving her ties to convicted towing 


magnate Gasper Fiore. 

According to a court filing Friday, Washington — 
who was indicted in October on charges she took a 
$3,000 cash bribe from Fiore in exchange for helping 
him secure towing work with the city — has a plea 
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CATHOLIC LANDMARK CLOSING ITS DOORS 


Beloved SW Detroit parish falls victim to 
I-75 closure, immigration raids, red ink 


Ila Mae Lancendorfer, at her home in Detroit on Dec. 20, surrounded by family photos and mementos. 
She is a long-time parishioner at All Saints Church, and had her first communion and wedding at the 
church, which is closing. RYAN GARZA/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


mass for 
Saints 


All Saints Church was founded in 1896. 
JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


“The community was so close, 
they interacted with each other. 
After All Saints closes, 
everyone is going to go in 
different directions.” 


Gabriela Bravo 


hearing scheduled for Jan. 2 before 
U.S. District Judge David Lawson. The 
filing comes one week after her lawyer 
filed secret FBI documents that con- 
tained wiretap evidence in which 
Washington is heard talking to Fiore 


Celia about the city’s towing rotations, call- 
Washington ing him “handsome” and saying “you 

know, I don’t talk to nobody but you, 
right?” 


Washington’s lawyer, Arnold Reed, said that’s just 
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Spranger: 
What if I 
did live in 
a dump? 


Embattled Macomb clerk 
fires back at accusations she 
faked address at Warren 
house with no utilities 


Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


If you run for office in Michigan — accord- 
ing to the state constitution — thou shalt not 
lie about where you live. 

That lie can get you booted from office. 
And it can put you behind bars as well, for 
committing perjury. 

That’s the grievous sin Ma- 
comb County Clerk Karen 
Spranger has committed, top 
county officials charge. They 
say she couldn't have lived in a 
dilapidated house she owns in 
Warren that had no water, gas 
or electric service when she 
filed to run for office in 2016. 

This week, Spranger fired back. Fighting 
for her political life, Spranger answered the 
county’s charges with a legal brief that insists 
she did live at the ramshackle house, whether 
or not she had any utilities. 

In a nutshell, the brief argues that Spran- 
ger was poor, she had no utilities and ... so 
what? 

In a seven-page response to the county ef- 
fort to force her from office, Spranger’s attor- 
ney says his client “avers that lack of robust 
municipal water service does not disqualify a 
person of modest means from being a regis- 
tered and qualified elector ...” — meaning, she 
can vote from that address, so she can run for 
office from that address. 

Spranger “denies as untrue that minimal 
municipal water service has any legal signif- 
icance to the issues in this case,” states her 
lawyer's brief, dated Tuesday. 

But Macomb County’s political bigwigs 
have said for months they can prove that the 
65-year-old Spranger — their administrative 
nightmare — had to have lied to the Michigan 
Secretary of State last year when she listed 
her home address as being the Warren house. 

When investigators seeking evidence for 
the case tried to enter the house last month, 
they found “what looks like the inside of a 
Dumpster,” said Macomb County Corpora- 
tion Counsel John Schapka, the county’s top 
lawyer. 

“The entire insides are filled with garbage 
— not like a hoarder, with everything in bags 
— literally loose garbage, wall-to-wall, 3- to 
5-feet deep,” Schapka said Thursday. 

“They had to bulldoze it open because the 
garbage was piled up against the doors 4 or 5 
feet. We have no idea why someone would do 
that, or even how they would do that,” he said. 

The house had belonged to Spranger’s 
mother, who passed away around 2000, and 
it remained in the mother’s name until about 


Karen 
Spranger 


See SPRANGER, Page 3A 


Ex-Detroit police official cuts deal in tow scam 


his client’s personality. She’s affectionate with many, 
he said. Reed said Washington never pulled any fa- 
vors for Fiore and didn’t have the power to fix the 
city’s tow rotations, as prosecutors claimed. 

Washington was the lawyer for the Detroit Board of 
Police Commissioners, which oversees towing rota- 
tions. 

Reed said Washington’s only mistake was once ac- 
cepting a “relatively small amount of money” from 


See WASHINGTON, Page 3A 


